
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Breakfast and After School Club.  

We only have one week left until the summer break. We hope your children are looking forward 

to joining us in September. Mrs Riches has been receiving handover notes from preschool and 

nursery settings, as well as creating a wonderful display of all your lovely family photographs. 

This will help your child when they start in September, so please do send one in if you have not 

done so already.  They do not need to be studio quality – a fun selfie of your family is perfect. If 

you missed the Skype session, the recording is on the school website on the EYFS blog page. 

You might have seen the guidance from the Department for Education last week. We are in a 

fortunate position to remain in our own ‘bubble’ in the mobile. Plans shared last week at the 

Skype meeting need to alter around lunchtime. Children will have the same lunchtime (12.15pm 

– 1.15pm) but we will remain in the mobile and then use the side field and forest space for play. 

This is to allow secondary pupils more time for staggered lunchtimes. The full guidance is here: 

DfE guidance on school opening for September. We are allowing slightly more flexibility on 

Monday 7 and Tuesday 8 September during the afternoon, where you can collect your child 

after their lunch at 1.15pm if you wish. We are however expecting most children to stay and all 

children will be at school for full days from Wednesday 9 September. Please contact the school 

office if you are going to be collecting your child at 1.15pm on one or both of these days.  Thank 

you. 

Miss Beacher and I have been busy working on setting up the Breakfast 

and After School Club. Please see the information attached with this 

newsletter about our pricing structure, opening times and registration 

information. Please complete your forms if you would like to secure a 

place for your child by 16 July. Confirmation of your child’s place will be 

sent to you. The Club will officially open on Monday 7 September 2020. 

 

Mrs Riches attended the first four days of her Forest School training 

last Thursday, Friday and over the weekend. It was great to see the 

updates of puppets made from Elder, Forest School nametags and 

preparation for a Mud Fight as well as fire lighting and cooking.  

Clearing the forest school space continues with the development of 

exciting areas to use when the children start in September.  

 

Spare clothes – please can you send in a spare set of underwear for your child in case of 

accidents in September. If this does happen, children can change and put on their PE kit. Any 

wet clothes will be put in a bag and handed to you when you collect your child. If you do 

have any older children, who have grown out of age 4-5 school uniform, these would be so 

handy for us to have spare sets. Thank you in advance for any sent in.  
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Getting ready for school – Can we read it again… and again…? 

Reading Den Challenge   

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-early-years-providers-schools-and-colleges-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak/what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-early-years-providers-schools-and-colleges-in-the-autumn-term


 

Contacting the school from September. Both Mrs Riches and I have been responding to emails 

sent directly to us during this transition time. From September, please direct all queries to the 

main office office@cromwell.cambs.sch.uk. These will be forwarded to the correct person who 

will respond to your query.  Thank you. 

 

Asthma Inhalers 

If your child requires an inhaler please can we ask you to bring in a spare one to be kept in 

school.  Should they need to use this at school, we will log this on our records. Please can you 

bring these in on the transition session in September (either 3rd or 4th) and we will ask you to fill 

out a medical form.  

Thank you, Kara Johnson (First Aid Lead Officer) 

Can we read it again … and again … and again? 

Current social distancing measures mean that many families are at 

home with young children with limited access to libraries or new 

selections of books. Yet even in more normal times, young children 

often identify a favourite picture storybook and ask, or indeed beg 

you, to read it over and over again. If you also enjoy the book you 

may treasure this time together, if not, you might find it becomes a 

little tedious. However, there are so many benefits of re-reading the 

same book with young children. The approach we take when we 

read with young children influences the extent to which they can actively participate. Book 

sharing should involve a high level of ‘book chat’; children are considered active participants 

in the reading, rather than passive listeners. It is about reading with children, not simply to them.   

Of course, you can encourage ‘book chat’ with your child whether you are on the first reading 

of the book, or the twenty-first. As children become more familiar with a book, they show greater 

confidence to enact reader behaviours and are better positioned to engage in deeper level 

narrative related book chat. Reading with your child allows them to engage with books that 

they cannot yet manage independently. In addition, when you read with children, you model 

what competent readers do when they read. As children become familiar with the narrative, 

they can become a partner, or indeed take up some of the reading, particularly when the book 

contains repetitive refrains, such as The Bear Hunt (Michael Rosen) or Dear Zoo (Rod Campbell). 

They may be drawing on memory rather than their emerging decoding skills, yet nonetheless, 

through these experiences young children develop crucial knowledge and understandings 

about the reading process. For instance, younger children might imitate the way in which you 

hold the book and turn the pages. They may attempt to track the print with their index finger, 

and in doing so are beginning to recognise the correspondence of the written and spoken 

word. Children often use exaggerated intonation when retelling stories to emphasise meaning. 

Including a range of soft toys, or perhaps your pet, provides an audience and might encourage 

your child to role-play being the teacher or parent. 

Opportunities for book chat and to become familiar with a book through multiple re-readings, 

may enable children to engage more creatively, develop critical thinking skills and 

contemplate multiple interpretations of the narrative. So, when your child selects the same book 

for the umpteenth time, embrace it! It is not simply a repeat; there are new potentials and 

possibilities in every re-reading. 
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Experts in literacy and child development have discovered that if a child 

knows eight nursery rhymes by heart by the time they are four years old, 

they are usually among the best readers and spellers in their class by the 

time they are in Year 3. Mrs Riches will be focussing on rhymes but it’s great 

if families can support this at home too.  

 

 A great free online book to enjoy with your child  

https://www.booktrust.org.uk/books-and-reading/have-some-

fun/storybooks-and-games/open-very-carefully/  

 

 

 

Reading Den Challenge   
Mrs Riches and Mrs Groves have been super busy creating a magnificent READING DEN in 

the classroom ready for September.  We thought we would challenge families to create a 

reading den at home too.  We would love to see a picture if you 

do create one, so please send it 

into us. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Some 

inspiration! 

https://www.booktrust.org.uk/books-and-reading/have-some-fun/storybooks-and-games/open-very-carefully/
https://www.booktrust.org.uk/books-and-reading/have-some-fun/storybooks-and-games/open-very-carefully/


 

 

 

 

 

 

New dates or information will appear in red. 

Forms and  information Date/deadline 

Video of classroom tour Will be sent for the last week of term 

Transition visits to School 3 of 4 September 

First day of School 7 September 

School Photographs 29 September  

Parents evening Week before half term. Dates to be 

confirmed 

Half term Week beginning 26 October 

End of autumn term 18 December 

 

 

  

 We now have 40 supporters- but could easily have more. 

Please sign up and when shopping online a % of your spend come directly 

to us.  

 

The #easyfundraising Refer to Win competition is back. Please help us WIN a £500 donation! To 

enter, all you need to do is sign up to support us on easyfundraising. It's easy and completely 

free. This donation would make a huge difference to Cromwell Community College - 

Chatteris! Sign up now and share this to increase our chances of winning: 

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/cromwellcollege/?invite=l78lxp&referral-

campaign=c2s 
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